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Mexico, a Latin American country rich in history and cultural diversity, from the Aztecs and Maya period to contemporary Mexico; music has always taken center stage in the lives of the Mexican people. Of all the countries worldwide, Mexico is perhaps the most diverse in terms of music and genres. Having over 31 states, the capital city, and all of its City's boroughs can claim a unique music style different from the other. However, the most popular of all these styles/genres is Mariachi music. Like the long history of Mexico, Mariachi can be traced as far back as at least the 18th century. Having this much history, Mariachi has evolved and become among the most popular type of music sang in the Mexican region. This type of music genre has seen several transformations from its wake that have modified it from the original composition with influence from other genres as the waltzes and polkas, incorporating various instruments like trumpets and the charro outfits worn by the musicians. Mariachi has thus transformed over the years and can, without doubt, be regarded as the most famous music genre in Mexico. 
Understanding Mariachi's history and success, it is first vital to understand the origin and meaning of the term “Mariachi." Many scholars and linguistics believe that it is derived from the word "mariage" a French term meaning marriage. This idea arose during the period of Mexican invasion by the French in the 19th century, when the French observed small musical groups with simple string instruments perform their music at weddings. Other linguistics have, however, challenged that source, arguing that it may have originated from one or more sources such as a tree that exists in Cocula, Jalisco, and Mexico or a word for a group of Coca Indian musicians that they have always had in their language (Staff, 2001).  However, the French theory of origin has been widely accepted given the music's romantic connotations and its close associations to weddings and other ceremonies.
The music of Mariachi is a blend of three elements of music from the indigenous, the European, and some aspects of African music. The European influence of this music is seen in dance styles like the waltz and the fandango. The African way of music composition influences the music's rhythm in dance and melodic ideas. These aspects of Mariachi music are without doubt the most critical aspect of the music genre. They are what gives this music its uniqueness in the manner of creation and delivery. Mariachi music has other small forms such as the bolero, son, joropo, huapango, Cancion ranchera, and danzon, whose rhythmic patterns are dictated by the guitar section of the music band. One distinct characteristic of Mariachi's music is its performance by a group or band and rarely by a solo musician like other music genres. These music bands are the last surviving bands playing true folkloric ensembles. This group has seen very minimal changes since the inception of trumpets in the mid-1930s. The songs done by the bands are the only part of the music that has seen great changes to accommodate different demands from listeners. Given the symbolic meaning, the music is to the Mexican people. A Mariachi music band or musician is expected to know the music in the minds of the entire Mexican population or crowd they are performing. A good musical band is also expected to have a repertory with a minimum of a thousand songs, on top of knowing three or four different arrangements of each song. 
The indigenous Mariachi music is among the few music styles used for both a useful function and entertainment purposes. The Mariachi band can perform various occasions ranging from simple dance, weddings, funerals, and other public and private gatherings. These groups can also be commissioned to perform to a single individual. Thus, it is not uncommon to find a band of Mariachi serenading a lady or anyone for that matter on one of their special occasions as birthdays. Mariachi is widely revered among the Mexicans for its ability to invoke past moments and memories. In contrast, with others, it’s music that lets them get away while reminding others of their childhood. It's thus a form of music that people listen to associate happy moments in their lives.   
Mariachi music since its inception has been male-dominated, especially in Mexico; it's only in the US that the general public and general audience are now accepting women performers. Like many other music genres, Mariachi incorporates a range of musical instruments in its bands. There's the violin with its use not altered much from its original intended way. The guitar is also used with the band to supplement vihuela, an instrument similar to a guitar but has five strings, is bowed back and slightly larger than the ukulele that the Coca Indians created. It is the foundation of harmony and rhythm during mariachi music composition. The Mariachi band's single most important element is the guitarron that serves only as of the band's bass foundation. Despite its limited use, it's what gives the group its traits. A common rule of thumb with Mariachi is that there shouldn't be any performance without a guitarron.  The band also uses trumpets in its traditional fashion and other musical instruments such as the flute, French horn, accordion, and organ. However, their use is only on special occasions and very specific arrangements. 
The mariachi band is segmented into three parts, the top voice in the group is the vocals and violins, harmony is made from the rhythm section, and the guitarron makes the bass. A traditional mariachi band comprises six to eight violins, one guitar, one vihuela, one guitarron, and two to three trumpets. With no recorded books and formal literature, traditional mariachi music has always been transmitted through the mouth. Thus for one to learn this type of music, they need to only perform the most traditional mariachi songs without iterations or infusion of other music genres and the use of the music's authentic instruments. To start, one needs to select a simple song as a son polka or ranchem and strictly adhere to its rhythmic patterns. Improvisation of traditional music when learning is not advised. When in doubt, it's recommended to seek a mariachi performer for guidance. One of the fundamentals of mariachi music is keeping a fun and relaxed environment (Liu, 2007).  Mariachi’s learning strictness with only hearing and doing is for the learner to grasp the music’s nuance and essence. Like any other type of music, mariachi uses solfeggio to indicate keys or individual notes. The music genre was traditionally dance music. Its popular dance was the zapateado, which had Spanish origins, and was used by the son jarocho and son jalisciense music bands. The zapateado when dancing drove their boots into a wooded platform, making fast faint rhythms that complimented the music instruments used. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mariachi has several unique aspects to it, and one of the most notable is its bands' attires during the performance. Before 1930, musicians were photographed wearing calzones de manta and huaraches, homemade pants that were strictly white, shirts, and sandals as peasants. These later changed with popularity to traje de charro that composed of a waist-length jacket, tight-fitting pants that opened slightly at the ankle to reveal short riding boots. The music has evolved over the years leading to development of standard music terminologies such as al bajon (down beat), primera (first part), segunda (second part) and so forth. Learning the music meets majority of National Standard for Music Education though a student needs to perform with expression and technical accuracy and always out of memory. Music is only used with new arrangements or if the band is accompanied by a solo artist.
The music of Mariachi has had many significant periods in the past. Since the French invasion of the country and its origin as music for weddings, it has witnessed generations come and go, but its original form has remained largely unchanged. Before the 1930s, mariachi groups were largely unprofessional. In 1936, Lazaro Cardenas, the country's president, while doing a campaign across the divided country, was accompanied by a band, Mariachi Vargas de Tecalittlan. He believed that music would unify the separated regions, which gave the music even much popularity and acceptance. Today people can hear the music in festivals, concerts, and even schools across the world. The states of Texas, Arizona, California, and New Mexico have the most number of students learning the music, with a majority being of Mexican descents who are taking these lessons to teach them about their cultural past. 
Latin music is very diverse and with a very long and rich history. Each country in Latin America has its genre of music that is very different from the other. Despite the dawn of new and contemporary music, several traditional music genres are still relevant today and with most of their original form and characteristics unaltered. Mexico is highly revered for its diversity music-wise and with the most common of them all being mariachi music.  This music traces its origins as far back as the 18th century. Its strict rules in learning and wide application have contributed much to its spread and maintenance of its original structure, making it a fundamental music genre produced by the Latin American people.    
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